MOVEMENT OK PETERSBUKG                                     189

had arrived on the morning of the 16th; though he CHAP, xiv
had urged the authorities very strongly to send
them, believing, as he did, that Petersburg would
be a valuable prize which we might seek.

During the 17th the fighting was very severe and
the losses heavy; and at night our troops occupied
about the same position they had occupied in the
morning, except that they held a redan which had
been captured by Potter during the day. During
the night, however, Beauregard fell back to the line
which had been already selected, and commenced
fortifying it. Our troops advanced on the 18th to
the line which he had abandoned, and found that
the Confederate loss had been very severe, many of
the enemy's dead still remaining in the ditches and
in front of them.

Colonel J. L. Chamberlain, of the Twentieth
Maine, was wounded on the 18th. He was gal-
lantly leading his brigade at the time, as he had
been in the habit of doing in all the engagements
in which he had previously been engaged. He had
several times been recommended for a brigadier-
generalcy for gallant and meritorious conduct. On
this occasion, however, I promoted him on the spot,
and forwarded a copy of my order to the "War De-
partment, asking that my act might be confirmed
and Chamberlain's name sent to the Senate for
confirmation without any delay. This was done,
and at last a gallant and meritorious officer received
partial justice at the hands of his government, which
he ha/d served so faithfully and so well.

If General Hancock's orders of the 15th had been
.communicated to him, that officer, with his usual
promptness, would undoubtedly have been uponil reinforcements could have got
